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R ort Criticizes
Unstable Agent

By MICHARL, WINES, T¥mes Sieff Writer
) WASHINGTON—A highly cias-

sified report sent this menth to
President Reagan harshly criticis-

being for drug use and mental -
instability, sources with knowledge
of the document said.

Howard’s revelations led the So-
viets to execute one of the CIA's
prime Moscow contacts and devas-
tated the agency's remaining :
operations in the Soviet capi
according to the sources. He elud
FBI agents in New Mexico in 1984
and f{led t.o“the Soviet Unli::reld but
recently was reported sig ' in
the Caribbean.

The report, by the 11-member
President’s Foreign Intelligence
Advisory Board, has been deliv-
ered to FBI and CIA officials. It is

said to single out for criticism the
top CIA spymaster’s office, the post
of deputy director of operations, for
overlooking repeated blunders in
Howard’s hiring, screening and his
eventual dismissal.

The document states that How-
ard’s growing troubles went ynde-
tected by the CIA until shortly
before he was to be sent to Moscow,
where he reportedly was to become
a “case officer” for one of the CIA’s
most valuable informants., Al-
though the CIA canceled the Mos-
cow duty, the report states, both
the agency and the FBI later failed
to ensure that the disillusioned spy
did not sell his secrets elsewhere.

Among other conclusions, the
report charges that agency officials
acted irresponsibly in firing How-
ard—well after he had been given
vital secrets on U.S. espionage—
:nhgn they uncovered evidence of

abuse, petty thie and
mental instability on his p:.g

and poor police work
iniuhterptnmolﬂomd.

In addition, it recommends broad
changes in CIA hiring, firing and
employee-screening procedures,
some of which already have been
carried out.

CL: Du'ecta-h Wmhmh J. Casey,

aking through an ency
:g:k [ ] t ag

deny the existence of the report
or

or to comment on the Howard
matter. The FBI also declined com-
ment. :

operations director Clair George, is
reported to have come under in-
tense criticism in the in

community in the wake of the
report, though the document does
not link him by name to the affair.
Hovardwuhindundu-(}eorge's

predecessor, John Stein, now the P(

CIA’s inspector general.

The in advisory panel,
a White House oversight unit on
Spying practices, dissected the

Unitedsmeundthenntm'nedto
Soviet custody.

It was Yurchenko who told the
CIA of Howard’s betrayal last sum-
mer. The United States was un-

document “obvious” overlooked
signals that Howard posed a poten-
ﬁag; grave aecm'lm:y threat,
example, the report was said
to conclude that the CIA over-
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deliberating
over whether to give his Moscow
aofficials inside.

A to the a
i Ror TR
‘“‘very strange, Dbisarre’’

- telephone calls to
t.beU.S.ﬁnhu-ylnlmow,m.
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In fall, 1984, to the ct?gm W‘l’dw Y bem" -
affidavits.Howardﬂewt.oA oen Aceor‘:i:l:to u:ataomee.the

arrestof’!‘olhchev.whorepa-ted- needed,” .
gm was later exae;:;ted. A US. m “;:lrem within th‘:::f
o Moocomw. was ousted  reauin reteognmng that this wasan
Behind that visible damage, Howardc:%nmny was o
however, the cost to CIA opera. Wbymemmmm
cl.}oug Was immense. “Howard dis- limited surveillance. But he eluded
osed virtually every active oper-  his shadows last Sept. 21 and
ation we had,” one source said. “He  the country, " fed
w?edm;mlmowmﬁon" Times staf? writ Red ‘:"L
he advisory panel raps the T. «nuo-mm"'c'
CIA’s operations division moet utoo? m nwy"' :
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